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Thank you for your support for the  
     SWC and its many programs! 

Hi ladies, I can’t believe it but we are almost  
half way through the year.  With that being said  
we thought it would be a good time to give you  
a calendar of events so we that SWC events can  
get onto what I know are your very busy schedules.  
  

It’s June so TGIF’s are back!!!   There is no cost involved, it is BYOB and 
bring an appetizer to share.  These evenings are for singles or couples, 
just come have a ton of fun. We will be sending an evite for your RSVP 
very soon.   
 

TGIF June 10th 7-9 Boon and Dan Lang   
TGIF June 10th 7-9 Malinda and Newman Smith 
TGIF Sept. 16th 7-9 Sandy and Jim Anderson 
TGIF Sept. 16th  7-9 Amy and Gary McGuffey 

July – Experience the thrill of encountering dolphin  
in their natural habitat while taking in breathtaking 
views of Tybee’s serene coastal waters. From historic 
lighthouses, to majestic Fort Pulaski, to dolphins  
playing next to the boat, our tours offer something  
for everyone! 

 

If you have never done this, it is an absolute MUST and if you have,  
it’s a MUST to go again.  Cost is $25 for the 1.5 tour beginning at 2pm.   
Check out their website - https://tybeedolphinadventure.com/ for all  
the information. We will be sending out an e-blast with full information 
shortly and we will need your RSVP and payment asap as it will fill 
quickly. 
 

August 24th Beverly Suther has generously offered to host the Summer 
Pool Party at her home, 8 Grand Lake Circle.  Beverly has the “perfect 
pool” and yard!  The event will begin at 11:30 and all we ask is that those 
attending bring a dish to share for lunch. 
   

October is still in the planning stages but we thought it would be fun to 
“hit the road” and take a tour of the Burnt Church Distillery in Bluffton.   
The date and additional information will be coming to you soon. 
 

Tuesday Nov. 15th will be our annual Membership Banquet.   
 

December will be The Southbridge Women’s Club Holiday Party. We will 
be sending out an evite to that event with all the information very soon 
as I know how quickly calendars fill over the holidays. 
 

Wishing you all sunny, but not too hot, days ahead.  Once again, please 
feel free to reach out to me at 608-577-4330, or any board member with 
suggestions, ideas, volunteering, etc. we love new ideas. 

https://tybeedolphinadventure.com/


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Annual SWC Road Rally was held Saturday April 23rd and 
was a great event.  There were 40 participants for the inaugural 
event and from all the smiling faces when they came back in, a good 
time was had by all.   
 

After a short pre-party, the participants took 
off in their cars, mostly teams of 4, every five 
minutes.  The street course (combination 
trivia and scavenger hunt) took about an hour 
and a half and covered about 10-12  miles 
around the Southbridge area.  Dinner, 
prepared by the Southbridge kitchen staff was 
served out at the Pavilion and was enjoyed by 
all.  Following the cocktails and dinner there 
was a short ceremony to award the winners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The comments were mostly, “when is the next one?’, “can we sign 
up now for next year?” and “we really didn’t know what to expect 
with this but we had a great time”.  Thanks to all the “lovable 
guinea pigs” who jumped in to see what a “road rally” was all about 
and came away having had a lot of fun.  Stay tuned, but I’m 
guessing there will be a Road Rally next year as Pat Perez, our Vice 
President, was one of our participants and she had a lot of fun too.   

 

First Place winners were  
Jay and Susan Terry  
Gail and Robert Robertson 
 (shown here with their  
   1st place trophies).   



  SWC Getting to Know You Questionnaire: 
 
 

• What is your favorite word?    Love 

• What sounds do you love?  Ocean waves hitting rocks at night 

• Your Favorite Book(s)?   The Bible, “The Women of the Bible Speak”,  
   Pride & Prejudice. 

• What makes you laugh the most?   People with dry sense of humor 

• Favorite Sport to watch or play?  Yankees Baseball (especially vs. Red Sox) 

• Favorite Vacation Destination?   In the cool mountains, swimming in a lake, 
               nights by a fire! 

• Bucket list destination?    Alaska & Patagonia 

• What is your Pet Peeve?   A bully 

• Proudest Accomplishment:   my children and my career in nursing 

• Other Profession you might have liked to attempt?    Music 

• If Heaven Exists – what would you like to hear  God say when you approach  
     the “pearly gates”?   Well done my faithful servant 

 

Patricia Hechavarria 

She hails from Stratford, CT.  Having lived there her entire 
life before moving to Savannah in 2013.   Especially prideful 
for her is her long career as a Registered Nurse, spending  
6 years working in a neurosurgical unit before moving over  
to an entirely different field of caring for special needs  
children and adults for 22 more years! 
 

John, her husband, was born and raised in Cuba; coming to the United States in 
1960 in search of a better life as Castro was taking over his homeland. Settling in 
CT, he used his skills as a barber to find work. Continuing his education, he earned 
several degrees, eventually opening his own barbershop in Fairfield. According to 
Pat, John cut many famous heads of hair…including Leonard Bernstein and Paul 
Newman! There is even a John Hechavarria Day In Fairfield, honoring his long 
standing work in the community. 
 

But their two children decided the Southern life was what they craved , so Pat and 
John followed them to Savannah. They also proud to have two grandchildren; one 
is getting married soon and the other is studying medicine and joining the Navy. 
They fell in love with Southbridge...especially John, who adored all the trees. John 
is active with the Lion’s Club while Pat enjoys the SWC Garden and Service Clubs. 
They both attend Reformation Bible Church that meets in the golf clubhouse. 





Southbridge Women’s  
  Interest Groups 

Have A 

Of News 

The EPICureans – Malinda Smith 

The Photoholics interest group took a drive down I-95 to Harris Neck 
Wildlife Refuge and what a day! The weather was spectacular and the  
birds were all a-flutter building nests and tending babies.  Hundreds of 
Wood Storks, Snowy Egrets and Herons were squawking and nesting.  
Join us every 2nd Tues. for an outing sure to be remembered.  

Southbridge Garden Club Luncheon –  Bonnie Powers & Liz Casella  

Southbridge Garden April Outing –  Bonnie Powers & Liz Casella  

May marks the last meeting for the Garden Club year.  Thirty of our 
members gathered on the Pavilion at the Southbridge Golf Club for our 
end of the year luncheon where we enjoyed visiting with friends, both 
new and old.  Thank you all for making this year such a wonderful 
experience.  See you in September!   

  

This fun group had a fabulous Happy Hour with the theme:  
“Something Old and Something New”. 

Members arrived with appetizers that were either an old favorite 
that is tried and true, or a recipe they’ve never made before but 
have always wanted to try.  Champagne Punch was the signature 
cocktail. 
 
This month, we are having a Martini Party with a Margaritaville 
theme.  That means shorts and flip flops are encouraged! 
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Photoholics  Liz Casella 

Southbridge Garden April Outing –  Bonnie Powers & Liz Casella  

In April the Southbridge Garden Club members enjoyed a guided walking tour 
on the Armstrong campus of Georgia Southern University. It was fun seeing 
the school while we learned about the native trees and plants that had been 
carefully selected to be a part of the university’s extensive arboretum. 

   

Book Circle #5 formed earlier this year and our group of 7 ladies has since 
met twice. We read "The Book Thief,” by Markus Zusak in April and have 
just finished “The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek,” by Kim Michele 
Richardson. We are eager to continue meeting monthly through the 
summer at one another’s homes for more exhilarating book debriefings 
accompanied by refreshments.  

Circle  5 Book Club  –  Teresa Swift 
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Photoholics – Liz Casella 

Circle  4 Book Club  –  Linda Senska 

All eight of our members,  
in two pictures, together,  
before we all go our separate  
ways, to vacation etc.  
September, we begin again with 
new reads and friendships! 

 

Our May outing took us south an hour, to the historic Ft. King George 
National Park.  What a fascinating fort and grounds. It was a perfect 
weather day and we were all so impressed. Skipper's Fish Shack 
accommodated us for a nice lunch after. Join us the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month. No experience necessary. 
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Southbridge Service Group – Liz Casella  

Southbridge Service Group – Sandy Anderson 

The Service Group was honored to have Officer Esquina White of the 
Chatham County Police Department – West Chatham Precinct speak at  
our May meeting. Officer White shared information on projects the police 
department has in place to assist children in need.   
 

The Service Group presented Officer White with a cruiser load of stuffed 
animals to comfort children in stressful situations. Backpacks were also 
donated to help school children in need.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer White shared valuable information and safety tips: 
 the Non-Emergency# 912 652-6500 
 a website: https://police.chathamcountyga.gov/ where you can view 

crime stats and maps by accessing Crime/Weekly Crime Report (we’re in 
Beat 7) 

 a Post Office box is a safer option for outgoing mail as a ‘flagged’ 
mailbox can be viewed as an opportunity to unscrupulous elements;  

 do not leave cars unlocked, do not leave valuables exposed 
 

We’ll be collecting personal items for the homeless over the summer 
months (no meetings in July or August).  More on that in our June 15th 
meeting. 
The Service Group has positions available:  Executive & Co-Director   
 
 

 
Special thanks to the chairwomen for each of our charities: 

Homeless  
Barbara Sylvester, Sandy Anderson, Claudia Lohaus, and Joyce Griggs 
 

Chatham County Police Department – Heidi Hoffmann 
 

Tiny Homes – Meg Nelson 
 

Coastal Children’s Advocacy Center – Debbie Carpenter and Vanessa Griffin 
 

House of Hope – Joan Seppala 
 

Safe Shelter – Melissa Strudgeon 
 

Your interest and participation will be most appreciated.   
Reach out to Sandy Anderson for more information on these opportunities 

https://police.chathamcountyga.gov/
https://police.chathamcountyga.gov/
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              The Dog Lovers Network – by Marie Foley 
 

Don't forget to  
Hug your Pups! 

The Dog Network was excited to welcome Sarah Morehead 
from Renegade Paws Rescue on Thursday, May 19. We met 
in the home of Susan Guthrie, who kindly hosted our 
meeting.  During her presentation, Sarah described the early 
history of Renegade Rescue; she and four other women 
started Renegade Rescue on June 3, 2019.  
 

Most of the dogs in their care are housed in foster homes waiting for their 
perfect “furever” home.  Foster homes are supplied with all necessary 
food, medicine, veterinary care including  Spay or Neuter services.   She 
discussed the experience of having a foster dog, matching each dog with a 
prospective owner and facilitating the adoption.   In addition to fostering 
and finding adoptive homes, Renegade helps families to keep their dogs 
by providing for their needs while they are maintained in their own 
homes. Since the beginning of the group, they have rescued and placed 
over 1,000 dogs. In 2021, Renegade Paws was voted the Best Animal 
Rescue Service in Savannah by Connect Savannah.   
Thanks to The Dog Network for our collected food, treats, supplies and 
cash donations for the rescue group.   
 
COMING SOON:  
A Live Directory of  
Dog Businesses and Services  
developed by a committee  
of The Dog Network.   
This document is currently  
being vetted by the Dog  
Network and will be available  
soon. 



June  2 Marina Laygo 

June  3 Eileen Matyjasik 

June  5 Damara Danko 

June  5  Joann Hirata  

June  5  Kim Hise 

June  8 Nancy McNair 

June  12 Ann Weiss 

June  13 Ligia Caballero 

June  17 Faithe Kyburz 

June  18 Lynda Bartlett 

June  20 Deb Moore 

June  23 Nicki Hansen 

June  25 Melinda Jacox 

June  29 Marie Foley 

June  29 Shannon GaNun 

July  5 Evelina Erickson 

July  6 Debbie Gati 

July  6 Malinda Smith 

July  7 Susan Kornegay 

July  8 Carol Gay 

July  8 Linda LeFurgy 

July  9 Hilde Healy 

July  9 Melissa Strudgeon 

July  10 Rose Romano 

July  14 Karen Bisignano 

July  14 Lynn Schilder 

July  15 Christine Grabias 

July  19 Nancy Berulis 

July  22 Mary Kass  

July  23 Beth Schopler 

July  24 Beverley Suther 

July  25 Joanne Todaro 

July  26 Karen Clark 

July  28 Lucy Orr 

July  29 Sande Barnum 

July  31 Theresa Pugh 

JULY JUNE 



Here are our Interest Groups   
at a glance.  There are plenty  
of opportunities to form new  
interest groups this year as well. 

Questions?   
Contact SWIG Liaison,  

Frankie Longo 
770-655-3396 

frankielongo@att.net 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

Photoholics 

             FOOD  
 

Gabby Gourmet Groups 
• Dining Divas 
• Divine Nine 
• EPICureans 
• Global Gabby's 
• Bon Appetite Babes 
• 2 more group 

names TBD 
 

 
 

GAMERS 
 

Afternoon Bunco 

BEAUTIFICATION  
 

Southbridge Garden Club 
Spangle Wranglers 

Southbridge Service Group 

ANIMAL LOVERS 
 

The Dog Network  

BOOK CLUBS 
Reading Circle 1 
Reading Circle 2 
Reading Circle 3 
Reading Circle 4 
Reading Circle 5 

 

Dearest Members –  
You’re the reason SWC 
works, grows and makes 
things happen…  
all for the betterment of our  
friendships and community.   
Keep up the good work! 
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Book Reading Circles – If you are interested in joining one of the SWC Book 

Circles, please contact Mandy Romance at mromance68@gmail.com. 
 

Circle 1, Linda Ferguson -- meets every 3rd Monday at  7pm.   
Circle 2, Mandy Romance -- meets every 3rd Monday at  7pm 
Circle 3, Lynne Wright-- meets every 3rd Tuesday at  6:30pm.   
Circle 4, Linda Senska -- meets every 3rd Thursday at 2pm.  
Circle 5, Teresa Swift --  

  

Bunco – Amy McGuffey -Meets during the afternoon each month in members’ 

homes, no 
experience needed.  Call 201-787-9864 or email amyhmcguffey@gmail.com for 
details or to join. 
  

  

Dog Network -- Marie Foley --Meets every other month to enhance your 

dog’s health and  
well-being. Call 954-562-6167 or email aubtom@comcast.net for details or to join. 

 
  

Gabby Gourmet Groups – Donna Abbott– There are 6  full groups that 

meet at various times,  
days and locations to enjoy fellowship and culinary creations.  Call or Email me to 
set up a NEW group!    donna@donnaabbotthomes.com  912.663.2921 

 
  

Garden Club –Bonnie Powers -Meets monthly on the 3rd Friday. Call 609-703-

3941 or Email bonnie1234@gmail.com for details and to join. 
 
  

Photography Adventures -- Liz Casella --Meets monthly on the 2nd 

Tuesday at photo-rich locations. Call 973-610-6418 or email eicasella@aol.com for 
details or to join. 

 
  

Southbridge Service -- Mary Kass, Claudia Lohaus, Jackie Occiano -- 

Meets to provide support for those in need in our city. Email for details or to join, 
kass.mama@gmail.com, clohaus@verizon.net, jocciano@bellsouth.net 
 
 

Spangle Wranglers – Lee Davison --Meets to decorate neighborhood with 

American flags during patriotic holidays. Call or Email for details:   419-705-6003   
lidavison@aol.com 

Southbridge Women’s Club                             
Interest Groups      


