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Message from the SWC President 

Hello Ladies! 
 

  As we move into the February I thought I’d start out with a little bit 

  of Savannah musical history.  Many of you, if not most, are very 

  familiar with the name of Johnny Mercer, award-winning lyricist, 

  songwriter, singer and native born son of Savannah.  The lyrics he 

  penned to the music of Henry Mancini’s “Moon River” for the movie 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s were describing a river, not the Hudson River, as is often thought, but that 

of a Back River near his home on Burnside Island, in Savannah.  A year after the release of the 

film, October 5, 1961 the Chatham County Commission dubbed a section of Back River, “Moon 

River”. Next time you hear that song, thank Johnny Mercer, a Savannah son. 
 

Moon River, wider than a mile 

I’m crossing you in style some day 

Oh, dream maker, you heart breaker 

Wherever you’re going, I’m going your way… 
 

Now, on to business.  Just a few items of thanks, reminders, invitations and looking forward to a 

great year.  I want to thank all of the ladies who were able to attend the Membership Tea on 

January 9th at my home.  We were unbelievably blessed with 74 degrees and sunny weather which 

we took advantage of and were able to spread outside to the deck and pool area.  It was a very fun 

time and a new member asked how to start a new Gabby Group. There were several people 

interested in joining so we are putting those plans in place.   

There was a discussion of creating an SWC on-line cookbook and we have two ladies interested in 

chairing that project.  We love ideas and interest to expand activities and interest groups. 
 
 

Reminder: Meet ‘N’ Greet   Feb. 17, 2022      Southbridge Savannah Golf Club      6-8p 

        Current Members of SWC and residents who’d like to become members  

        or  learn more about SWC are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

 

Membership Dues of $25 annually are due to Suzanne Walter by Jan 31.   

We will have membership forms at the Meet ‘N’ Greet for convenience. 
 

Finally, we are working on the calendar of events for the year and are planning on a Bonaventure 

Cemetery Tour in March (if you haven’t seen Bonaventure in the Spring you are missing a gem of 

Savannah with everything in bloom). Date is TBD and we will advise.   

Also in the work for April, is, a Road Rally (no speeding allowed)  

which is a kind of combination of trivia and scavenger hunt. 

Then of course, May is bringing The Kentucky Derby Party on  

May 7th at the home of Jane Radley.  As always, the individual  

interest Groups will have their activities as well.  Lots of fun to be  

had ladies…lots of fun and new friends!!   
 

Wishing happy days your way! 



Thursday,  February 17th  

Southbridge Golf Club    6-8 P 

Coming in MARCH 

Bonaventure Cemetery should be on 

your local bucket list of must-see sites! 



Membership Update -- by Suzanne Walter 

  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a reminder, the club’s membership drive continues through January 31, 2022, so please 

get your renewal form and $25 dues payment in before the deadline!  

Go to the link above for a 2022 membership form. 
 

After the membership drive concludes, the SWC Directory will be updated and emailed out 

to all members.  
 

Most new members join at the invitation of a current member, so after you renew your 

membership, please invite your friends and neighbors to become a part of the Southbridge 

Women’s Club! 

www.southbridgewomensclub.org 
 

It’s the BEST $25 you’ll ever spend! 

Melinda Jacox - Leyland Point 

Lori Arenas - Oakcrest Court 

Lucy Orr - Myrtlewood 

Like to brighten someone's day? We would love to send a  

"get well" or "sympathy" or card to those ladies in need  

in the neighborhood.  Just let Malinda Smith know by email,  

text, or  phone call.                

   Malinda Smith  (301) 536-2721  

malinda.k.smith@gmail.com 

 

                        STAY CONNECTED! 
 

Facebook:    www.facebook.com/SouthbridgeWomensClub 

Website:       www.southbridgewomensclub.org  

Email:           southbridgewomen@gmail.com 



Access the 2022 Membership Form from the SWC website home 
page.  Please print two -- One for your renewal and give one to a new 
Southbridge neighbor or to a long-time resident who just never got 

around to joining our fabulous organization. 

 

 Thursday,  February 17,  2022       

 Southbridge Golf Club    6-8 PM    

Southbridge Women's Club is holding a Meet and Greet for potential new 
members and current members.  Many Interest Groups will be present  
with information and sign up sheets.  Light refreshments will be served.   

Bring a friend to join. 
This is FUN opportunity to join SWC or renew your membership.   
You’ll also get to know the current SWC interest groups available to you 
and join or propose to form new interest groups!   

 

A 50/50 raffle will be conducted.   
Buy tickets:   1 for $1.00, 6 for $5.00.   

Must be present to win.    
  

Bring yourself, a neighbor or a friend from the Southbridge community  
so we can showcase that we have something for everyone.  See you there! 

Visit our website:  
 

        www.southbridgewomensclub.org 

It’s the BEST $25 you’ll ever spend! 



Hilary Bilkis 

  SWC Getting to Know You Questionnaire: 
 

 

• What is your favorite word?  Kerfuffle 
 

• What sound do you love?  Ocean Waves 
 

• Favorite book(s)? Illusions by Richard Bach and anything by Douglas Preston and Lincoln 

Child (their last book, Bloodless, takes place in Savannah) 
 

• What makes you laugh the most?  videos of babies laughing 

• Favorite sport to play or watch?  Does watching whales count?  Not a sport gal 
 

• Favorite vacation destination?  Woodloch Pines Resort in Hawley, PA 

• Bucket List destinations:  Costa Rica and Italy 

• Pet Peeve:  people who don’t signal when driving and people who don’t say what’s on their mind 

• Profession I may have enjoyed other than my own:  Have a Masters in Secondary Ed but never 

taught 

• If Heaven exists what do you want to hear God say when you approach:  You have done good 

work Hilary, thank you for being open and receptive and sharing the gift of healing with so 

many 

              We would like to welcome one of our newer SWC members 

            to Savannah and Southbridge.  She joined our community on  

       July 31, 2021, when the heat index was 106…welcome to coastal Georgia, 

right? She jumped in right away joining several activities including The Pool Party and our 

Christmas Holiday Celebration event.  Atta girl Hilary…welcome to the neighborhood! 
 

Hilary self-describes as a “refugee” from New Jersey who was seeking a warmer climate, 

freedom, peace and to be closer to her sons, both of whom go to school at SCAD. Her eldest  

is 23 and a SCAD grad and her younger is 20 and a SCAD Junior.  When she brought her oldest 

down to Savannah her intuition told her that within 4-5 years she would be living in Savannah… 

and here she is.  
 

Professionally, Hilary is a healer and intuitive who owned a Holistic Healing Practice for 15 

years in NJ.  She has found new office space off of White Bluff Rd and is the proud owner of 

Awakening Wellness, LLC in Savannah (awakening4wellness.com).  She works with a wide 

variety of clients, from infants to seniors, in a way that is gentle, compassionate and supportive. 
 

Hilary has two dogs, a Havanese and a Cockapoo, who are adjusting just fine to 

Southern living.  She loves photography, nature, walking the beach and wants 

to get back into biking.  She also enjoys cooking healthy meals with whole foods 

and is interested in gardening and crocheting and wants to explore and learn 

more about Savannah and the surrounding area.  The 2 things she misses from 

NJ are hiking in the mountains and not having to pump her own gas!  She is 

thrilled to never shovel snow again and wants to make new connections and 

friends here in Savannah. 



The Garden Club started the year by holding their January  

meeting at the Coastal Georgia Botanical Gardens.   

Gerry Hain of the Deep South Orchid Society spoke to the 

group about the amazing world of orchids.  Afterwards, he  

led them through a tour of the Orchid Greenhouse.   

What a beautiful way to spend a January morning! 

On a clear January day, the Photoholics visited the 

nearby Coastal GA Botanical Gardens. The large 

variety of camellias were in full bloom, and the delicate 

orchids in the greenhouse did not disappoint. 

Wandering among the woodsy paths of the camellia 

trees and bushes was a peaceful way to start the new 

year. We enjoyed a nice lunch after, at Molly 

McPherson's, in Richmond Hill. Join us the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month, all abilities and cameras (cell 

phones included), are welcome. 

The Photoholics -- by Liz Casella 

The Popular  SWC Spot in January ! 

Southbridge Garden Club --  by Liz Casella & Bonnie Powers 



Picture: Claudia Lohaus, Boom Lang, 

Frank  Sulkowski (WJCL)-- who ran a story on the 

Service Club, and Sandy Anderson. 

 

First of all Thank-you for all your donations 

 this past year.  As you have probably heard,  

we need someone to step up to be Chairperson 

For this AMAZING group! 

Eylie Ezmunt has offered to be our new Secretary. 

Claudia Lohaus, Jackie Occiano, and Sandy Anderson 

will continue to help the new Chair. 

Please call with any questions. 

Sandy Anderson 

912-655-0875 

 

Southbridge Service Group -- by Sandy Anderson 

Have A Of News 

SWC Membership Tea  – Boon Lang 

The first Southbridge Women’s Club Membership Tea of 2022 was held on January 9th at the 

home of Boon Lang, and a great time was had by all!  All ladies enjoyed an afternoon of hot and 

cold tea, homemade lemonade, and sweet and savory treats.  

We welcomed several attendees and we were all glad to be together and share an amazing sunny 

afternoon of fun!!  



 

 
 

     

     

       
 
 
 
 
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1 Melissa Wells 

February 5 Nanette Lord 

February 5 Suzanne Walter 

February 6 Eylie Ezmunt 

February 8 Polly Mills 

February 11 Debbie Carpenter 

February 18 Jeanie Schwier 

February 24 Patti Shupe 

February 24 Melissa Terry 

February 25 Kathy VonHollen 

February 26 Kay Mauro 

February 28 Lucy Cafiero-Ahl 

February 29 Kim Hayes 



Here are our Interest Groups   
at a glance.  There are plenty  
of opportunities to form new  
interest groups this year as well. 

Questions?   
Contact SWIG Liaison,  

Frankie Longo 
770-655-3396 

frankielongo@att.net 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

Photoholics 

           FOOD 
 

Gabby Gourmet I 
Gabby Gourmet II   
Gabby Gourmet III 
Gabby Gourmet IV 
Gabby Gourmet V 
Gabby Gourmet VI 

 

GAMERS 
 

Afternoon Bunco 
Lady Golfers 

BEAUTIFICATION  
 

Southbridge Garden Club 
Spangle Wranglers 

Southbridge Service Group 

ANIMAL LOVERS 
 

The Dog Network  

BOOK CLUB 
Reading Circle 1 
Reading Circle 2 
Reading Circle 3 
Reading Circle 4 

 

Dearest Members –  

You’re the reason SWC works,  

grows and makes things happen…  

all for the betterment of our  

friendships and community.   

Keep up the good work! 



Book Circles –  
Circle 1, Linda Ferguson -- meets every 3rd Monday at  7pm.   Contact: lindacferguson@aol.com 
Circle 2, Mandy Romance -- meets every 3rd Monday at  7pm Contact:  mromance68@gmail.com 
Circle 3,Corinne Wooden -- meets every 3rd Tuesday at  6:30pm.  Contact:  cwooden1@att.net 
Circle 4, Linda Senska -- meets every 3rd Thursday at 2pm.  Contact:  LSenska@icloud.com 

  

Bunco – Amy McGuffey -Meets during the afternoon each month in members’ homes, no 
experience needed.  Call 201-787-9864 or email amyhmcguffey@gmail.com for details or to join. 
  

  

Dog Network -- Marie Foley --Meets every other month to enhance your dog’s health and  
well-being. Call 954-562-6167 or email aubtom@comcast.net for details or to join. 

  

Gabby Gourmet Groups – Donna Abbott– There are 6  full groups that meet at various times,  
days and locations to enjoy fellowship and culinary creations. Call to set up a NEW group!  
Email rdadka@gnail.com  912.663.2921 

  

Garden Club –Bonnie Powers -Meets monthly on the 3rd Friday. Call 609-703-3941 or Email 
bonnie1234@gmail.com for details and to join. 

  

Photography Adventures -- Liz Casella --Meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at photo-rich 
locations. Call 973-610-6418 or email eicasella@aol.com for details or to join. 

  

Southbridge Lady Golfers – Enjoy 9 holes with fellow lady golfers the first Tuesday of every month  
at the Savannah Southbridge golf club. Lunch afterwards in the clubhouse. Call or email Theresa 
Pugh theresapugh1953@yahoo.com 973-975-7549 

 

Southbridge Service -- Claudia Lohaus, Jackie Occiano -- Meets to provide support for those in 
need in our city. Email for details or to join,  clohaus@verizon.net, jocciano@bellsouth.net 
 

Spangle Wranglers – Lee Davison --Meets to decorate neighborhood with American flags during 
patriotic holidays. Call or Email for details:   419-705-6003   lidavison@aol.com 

Southbridge Women’s Club                             
Interest Groups      


